Nr.6, noiembrie 2004

al Consiliului National de Coordonare al Proiectului “Suportul Programului National de profilaxie si combatere a
infectiei HIV/ISIDA/ITS si al Programului National de control al tuberculozei”

REPUBLICA MOLDOVA AR PUTEA BENEFICIA
DE UN NOU GRANT DIN PARTEA FONDULUI GLOBAL

Republica Moldova a Tnaintat Fondului Global oferta pentru
cea de-a douafaza de finantare.

Cererea a fost completata conform unor criterii speciale, in
baza carora Secretariatul Fondului Global de combatere a SIDA,
Tuberculozei si Malariei va da o apreciere despre reusita folosirii
mijloacelor acordate in prima runda si va estima necesitatile
alocarii resurselor pentru urmatorii trei ani.

Prezentarea gi aprobarea cererii a avut loc in cadrul sedintei
membrilor CNC TB/SIDA la mijlocul lunii noiembrie.

In cazul in care solicitarea de continuare a finantarii
activitatilor de combatere TB/HIV/SIDA/ITS va fi considerata
eligibila, valoarea Proiectului TB/SIDA, finantat din grantul
Fondului Global, pentru perioada 2005-2008 va constitui circa 6
milioane dolari SUA.

(un articol mai amplu la aceasta tema
cititi in paginile 4-5 ale buletinului)

Omul nu poate trai numai pentru el,
precum o raza nu-gi poate da numai
ei lumina.

N. lorga

Inca mai este un semn de intrebare
pus umanitatii. Incd mai tinteste cu
putere, distrugdnd mii de vieti in
fiecare zi. Dupa doua decenii de
investigatii serioase si eforturi
sustinute in combaterea acestui flagel,
HIV/SIDA infricoseaza, stigmatizeaza
si arunca in disperare persoanele care
i-au cazut prada si pe cele care le sunt
in preajma.

Si totusi... Astazi, mai mult ca
oricand, oamenii se solidarizeaza
pentru a tine piept pandemiei SIDA. De
la tribunele cele mai inalte ale tarilor
lumii rasuna apeluri ce cheama la
constientizarea pericolului,
impulsionarea tuturor fortelor pentru

prevenirea raspandirii epidemiei,
initierea tratamentului specific
antiretroviral, promovarea modului
sanatos de viata, inclusiv, a sexului
protejat.

Parteneriate noi au aparut si la
nivelul organizatiilor finantatoare
(Banca Mondiala, Fondul Global de
combatere a SIDA, Tuberculozei si
Malariei, Programul UNAIDS), care
pun la dispozitie statelor in curs de
dezvoltare fonduri considerabile
pentru intarirea capacitatii de raspuns
lainfectia HIV/SIDA.

O mana sanatoasa se intinde celei
suferinde. Pentru salvgardarea
viitorului acestei planete. In semn ca
ne pasa. Ca nu suntem indiferenti. Ca
trebuie sa privim adevarului in fata si
sa-i spunem realitatii pe nume pentru a
trai sia muri cu demnitate.

Din partea redactiei
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Serviciul de presa
al Ministerului Sanatatii
informeaza

ECHIPAMENT
PENTRU SERVICIUL
DE FTIZIOPNEUMOLOGIE

Baza tehnica a serviciului de
ftiziopneumologie s-a completat cu un
nou aparat performant ,Bactec
MGIT960".

Acest aparat va permite detectarea
rapida a bacilului tuberculozei si
efectuarea testelor de sensibilitate la
medicamente a bolnavilor de
tuberculoza. Este pentru prima data
cand serviciul de ftiziopneumologie din
tara este dotat cu un asemenea aparat.

Cu ajutorul aparatului bacilul
tuberculozei poate fi depistat in decurs
de 2-3 saptamani in comparatie cu 2-3
luni in cazul utilizarii metodei culturale
clasice.

Potrivit specialistilor in domeniu,
investigatile la acest aparat sunt
necesare in primul rand pacientilor
suspecti la tuberculoza multirezistenta
si pentru cazurile grave cu risc sporit de
aparitie a rezistentei la medicamente
antituberculoase.

Aparatul ,Bactec MGIT960” va fi
instalat in cadrul institutiei medico-
sanitare publice Institutul de
Ftiziopneumologie.

Aparatul a fost procurat prin
intermediul Programului TB/SIDA,
finantat de Fondul Global de

combatere a SIDA, Tuberculozei si
Malariei si de Banca Mondiala.

Odata cu punerea in functiune a
acestui aparat vor creste posibilitatile
de diagnosticare la tuberculoza in
Republica Moldova. Specialistii
apreciaza procurarea acestui aparat ca
una din etapele in cadrul adresarii tarii
noastre la Comitetul de Linie Verde in
vederea procurarii medicamentelor de
Jinia a doua” pentru tratamentul
bolnavilor cu tuberculoza
multirezistenta.

CONFERINTA DE PRESA
LA MINISTERUL SANATATII

La 29 noiembrie curent, Ministerul
Séanatatii in comun cu reprezentantii Bancii
Mondiale si Organizatiei Mondiale a
Sanatatii au organizat o conferinta de
presa dedicata Zilei Mondiale de
combatere HIV/SIDA.

In cadrul conferintei, jurnalistii au fost
informati despre tendintele actuale ale
epidemiei, fiind prezentate totodata
exemple de combatere eficienta a maladiei
HIV/SIDA la nivel global, regional si
national.

Referindu-se la Programul National de
profilaxie si combatere HIV/SIDA/ITS
pentru anii 2001-2005, raportorii au tinut sa
mentioneze c& acesta inregistreaza
progrese Tmbucuratoare gratie
implementarii corecte si coordonarii foarte
bune a resurselor oferite de organizatiile
internationale (Banca Mondiala, Fondul
Global, UNAIDS, USAID, Agentia Suedeza
de cooperare pentru Dezvoltare
Internationald, OMS, UNICEF etc.).

In situatia in care infectia HIV/SIDA
rapeste circa 8 mii persoane in fiecare zi,
informatia oferita prin intermediul mass-
media constituie o chestiune de viata si
moarte. In virtutea circumstantelor,
jurnalistii adeseori sunt primii care afla
despre derularea anumitor Tntamplari,
evenimente, fapte. Facandu-le publice,
mesajele jurnalistilor pot si trebuie sa

salveze vieti, sa ajute la protejarea

impotriva maladiei, sa previna
transmiterea infectiei HIV prin schimbarea
comportamentului si atitudinii populatiei
vizavi de aceastd amenintare.

La conferinta au participat Edward
Brown, reprezentant rezident al Bancii
Mondiale in Republica Moldova; Pavel
Ursu, presedintele biroului OMS 1in
Republica Moldova; Gabriela lonascu,
coordonator UNAIDS; Andrei Gherman,
ministrul sanatatii; Dumitru Laticevschi,
coordonator al Programului TB/SIDA in
Moldova (UCIMP); reprezentanti ai
institutiilor medicale republicane si,
bineinteles, mass-media.

O echipa de consultanti internationali,
printre care James Cercone, expert cu o
mare experientd in domeniu, se afla in
Republica Moldova pentru a efectua
cartografierea grupurilor vulnerabile la
infectia HIV/SIDA/ITS.

Investigatiile au Thceput in noiembrie
curent si vor continua pana la sfarsitul
anului, cand va fi intocmit un studiu
special, ce va mobiliza spre planificarea
unor interventii mai eficiente pentru
grupurile tinta.

IN REPUBLICA MOLDOVA PENTRU PRIMA DATA
SE EFECTUEAZA CARTOGRAFIEREA POPULATIEI
LA INFECTIA HIV/SIDA/ITS

este

Cartografierea populatiei
necesara pentru a determina zonele
cele mai afectate de HIV/SIDA/ITS,
factorii ce sporesc riscul infectarii cu
HIV, distribuirea geografica a serviciilor
pentru persoanele cu HIV si bolnave de
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SIDA si estimarea costului acestor
activitati.

Potrivit expertului James Cercone, in
Republica Moldova, comparativ cu alte
state, exista mai multe sanse de a
realiza un studiu pe potriva asteptarilor,
asa cum informatia solicitata Tn timpul
colectarii datelor este mai calitativa si
mai accesibila.

In timpul misiunii, expertii au avut un
sir de vizite pe teren si au lucrat in
strdnsa colaborare cu specialistii din
cadrul diferitor institutii guvernamentale
si neguvernamentale, ce activeaza in
domeniul HIV/SIDA/ITS.

Cartografierea la HIV/SIDA/ITS se
efectueaza la initiativa Unitatii de
Coordonare, Implementare si
Monitorizare a Proiectului TB/SIDA in
Republica Moldova (UCIMP TB/SIDA).



DROGURILE CA OBIECT

AL INVESTIGATIILOR JURNALISTICE

In perioada 28-29 octombrie curent, la
Chisinau, s-a desfasurat un seminar pentru
jurnalisti in cadrul proiectului “ONG-urile din
Moldova: Tmpreuna pentru prevenirea
consumului de droguri”. Proiectul este

implementat de Centrul de Resurse “Tineri
si Liberi”, cu sustinerea financiara a
Agentiei Suedeze de cooperare pentru
Dezvoltare Internationala (Asdi).

Agenda seminarului ainclus comunicari

despre situatia narcomaniei in Republica
Moldova, date statistice si posibilitati de
tratare a dependentei de droguri (raportor
Tudor Vasiliev, medic-sef al Dispensarului
Narcologic Republican); prezentarea
organizatiilor ce activeaza in domeniul anti-
drog si anti-SIDA, profilaxia HIV/SIDA/ITS
in mediul utilizatorilor de droguri si
acordarea asistentei persoanelor
dependente de droguri (raportori Antonita
Fonari, director executiv al Centrului de
Resurse “Tineri si Liberi” si Ecaterina
Rotaru, seful sectiei de epidemiologie de la
Centrul SIDA); implicarea mass-media in
promovarea modului sanatos de viata si
analiza materialelor scrise cu referinta la
fenomenul narcomaniei Tn Republica
Moldova (raportor Irina Zatusevski,
jurnalist, presedinte al ONG “Reteaua de
comunicare in domeniul sanatatii”).

La lucrarile seminarului au mai
participat Tomas Gustafsson si Pelle Olson,
jurnalisti din Suedia, care si-au impartasit
experienta in domeniu, prezentand
exemple de jurnalism practic din creatia
proprie. Expertii au relevat rolul mass-

media Tn promovarea politicilor anti-drog,

folosirea terminologiei corecte,
nondiscriminatorie, necesitatea de a
aborda tematica respectiva cu o forta mai
mare de convingere pentru populatie.

Participantii (tineri jurnalisti, studenti,
reprezentanti ai ONG-urilor din republica)
au dat o Tnalta apreciere lucrarilor
seminarului, recunoscand ca informatiile
acumulate le sunt necesare pentru
investigatiile ulterioare.

SEMINAR iN DOMENIUL REDUCERII NOXELOR

Reprezentantii comisariatelor de politie
din municipiul Chiginau, responsabili de
combaterea traficului de droguri, au fost
antrenati intr-un seminar Tn domeniul
reducerii noxelor.

Actiunea Tn cauza este o continuare a
activitatilor desfasurate in cadrul
Programului de Sanatate Publica (Fundatia
Soros-Moldova) si are drept scop
familiarizarea colaboratorilor organelor de
politie cu strategia de reducere a noxelor ca
o0 componenta de baza a Programului
National de profilaxie gi combatere a
infectiei HIV/SIDA/ITS, ce prevede
preintdmpinarea raspandirii infectiilor in
randul utilizatorilor de droguri injectabile
intru promovarea unui comportament mai
putin inofensiv pentru grupul respectiv al
populatiei si pentru societate, in general.

Referindu-se la specificul metodologiei
“reducerea noxelor”, Liliana Gherman,
coordonatorul Programului Reducerea
Noxelor de la Fundatia Soros-Moldova, a
remarcat ca obiectivul pragmatic al
proiectelor ce implementeaza acest gen de
activitati este de a nu admite
marginalizarea persoanelor consumatoare
de droguri, acordarea suportului
informational, medical si social (schimbul
seringilor, acelor, asigurarea cu
dezinfectante, prezervative) in vederea
formarii unor atitudini si deprinderi mai putin
riscante pentru sanatate.

“Conlucrarea eficienta dintre organele
de drept si organizatile ce desfasoara
servicii bazate pe strategia de reducere a
noxelor este cu atat mai necesara, cu catin
activitatea cotidiana reprezentantii

institutiilor date se confruntd adeseori cu
probleme, solutionarea carora este de
interes comun”,-
citata.

La randul sau, dl llie Jecicov, sef de
sectie la Directia Antidrog a MAI, a informat
ca desi legislatia Republicii Moldova nu

a concluzionat sursa

prevede pedepse penale pentru folosirea
unei cantitati mici de droguri (pentru uzul
personal), pe parcursul anului curent au
fost depistate peste 1700 infractiuni ce tin

de producerea ilegala si traficul ilicit de
droguri, 70-80% din crimele inregistrate
fiind comise de persoane sub influenta
drogurilor (nu au fost specificate).

Optand pentru combaterea traficului de
droguri si reducerea impactului negativ al
fenomenului asupra societatii, participantii
seminarului s-au pronuntat pentru largirea
spectrului de activitati comune cu Ministerul
Sanatatii, Fundatia Soros-Moldova, diferite
organizatii guvernamentale si
neguvernamentale, ce se ocupa de
implementarea proiectelor in domeniul
profilaxiei narcomaniei, preintdmpinarea si
reprimarea traficului de droguri,
solutionarea problemelor legate de
utilizarea substantelor stupefiante si
securitatea activitatilor oferite in cadrul
strategiei respective.

Recunoasterea faptului ca utilizatorii de
droguri au dreptul sa beneficieze de
serviciile proiectelor de reducere a noxelor
constituie un pas important in lupta cu
epidemia HIV si micsorarea criminalitatii in
Republica Moldova.

La lucrarile seminarului au mai
participat: $tefan Gheorghita,
vicedirectorul Centrului SIDA, Mihai Oprea,
medic-sef al Dispensarului Narcologic
Republican, Mihai Batca, sef de sectie a
Comisariatului General de Politie din
municipiul Chisinau si Ecaterina Rotaru,
coordonatorul proiectului “Preintampinarea
raspandirii infectiei HIV/SIDA n randul
utilizatorilor de droguri din municipiul
Chisinau”.
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ASPECTE DE LA SEDINTA CNC TB/SIDA

La 1 octombrie 2004, Republica Moldova a primit din partea Fondului Global invitatia de a aplica o noud cerere de finantare
pentru continuarea activitatilor de combatere TB/SIDA/ITS. Aceasta se datoreazd, in mare parte, implementérii adecvate a
Proiectului TB/SIDA, precum si dreptului fiecdrui stat de a insista asupra
angajamentului initial, stipulat de prevederile Acordului de Grant incheiat in prima

runda.

Timp de aproximativ 2 luni, specialistii din domeniul TB/HIV/SIDA/ITS s-au
intrunit in grupuri tehnice de lucru, elaborand un “Proiect de propuneri”, in care au
prezentat si argumentat necesitétile activitatilor pentru perioada 2005-2008.

La elaborarea propunerilor s-a tinut cont de situatia actuald epidemiologica a
republicii, tratamentul HIV/SIDA, implementarea DOTS, urmata de DOTS plus,
activitdtile de reducere a noxelor pentru grupurile vulnerabile ale populatiei,
educatia, monitorizarea si evaluarea, fiind intocmit un plan si un buget indicativ

pentru fiecare component in parte.

Examinarea si aprobarea “Proiectului de propuneri’ (ulterioara cerere de
finantare) a avut loc in cadrul sedintei membrilor CNC TB/SIDA din 11 noiembrie

curent.

Reproducem pe scurt cateva dintre comunicdrile prezentate.

Stefan GHEORGHITA,

vicedirectorul Centrului SIDA

»SITUATIA EPIDEMIOLOGIGA A INFECTIEI
HIV/ISIDA ESTE URMARITA ZI DE ZI*

In Republica Moldova primele cazuri
ale infectiei HIV/SIDA au fost depistate Tn
1987, cazuri sporadice (1987-1995: 40 de
cazuri, din ele cetateni straini - 21). In 1996
au fost depistate si raportate 55 de cazuri,
iar in 1997 a crescut esential numarul
cazurilor noi ale infectiei cu HIV,
preponderent in randul consumatorilor de
droguri.

La data de 1 noiembrie 2004, in
Republica Moldova, inclusiv in raioanele
de est, au fost inregistrati in total 2159
persoane cu HIV/SIDA.

In zece luni ale anului curent au fost
depistate 162 persoane infectate cu HIV.
Din numarul total al persoanelor infectate,
diagnosticul SIDA s-a confirmat la 147
persoane, au decedat de SIDA 83
persoane.

Supravegherea zilnica a situatiei
epidemice a infectiei HIV/SIDAne-a permis
sa urmarim particularitatile acestei infectii,
identificand grupurile cele mai vulnerabile
la HIV/SIDA, tipul comportamentului ce
mareste riscul de infectare si varstele
persoanelor infectate. In baza analizei
cifrelor inregistrate de colaboratorii
Centrului SIDA, n ultimii 3 ani, se observa
o diminuare a epidemiei pe fundalul
injectarii intravenoase si o crestere a
infectiei HIV pe calea transmiterii sexuale
(2001-20%, 2002- 28%, 2003-43,8%).

Prin intermediul Programului National
de profilaxie si combatere a infectiei

HIV/SIDA si ITS pe anii 2001-2005, prin
aportul Guvernului Republicii Moldova si
gratie sustinerii organizatiilor
internationale, in special, a Fondului
Global de combatere a SIDA, Tuberculozei
si Malariei si Bancii Mondiale (Proiectul
TB/SIDA), in republica au fost realizate un
sir de activitati, dintre care, la
compartimentul ,Supravegherea
epidemiologica si de santinela a infectiei
HIV/SIDA/ITS®, mentionam urmatoarele:

® Fortificarea laboratoarelor de
screening si de referinta in diagnosticarea
infectiei HIV/SIDA prin procurarea si
instalarea statiei automate ,Evolis®,
microscoapelor luminiscente, liniei
molecularo-genetice, statiei ELISA,
dozatoarelor si altor accesorii. Tot in acest
context se insrie procurarea a 206 mii teste
pentru efectuarea supravegherii
epidemiologice, testarea persoanelor din
grupurile vulnerabile (60 mii), asigurarea
inofensivitatii hemotransfuziilor (46 mii),
testarea femeilor gravide (100 mii).

® Esential s-a marit accesul populatiei la
testarea HIV/SIDA, astfel, in 2002 au fost
supuse testarii 111.970 persoane, in 2003
159.017 si in 10 luni curente 1.908.002
persoane, inclusiv 48.166 femei gravide.

® |n scopul determinarii raspandirii
procesului epidemic si riscului
comportamental se efectueaza
supravegherea epidemiologica, inclusiv de
santineld, in grupurile cu risc sporit de
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infectare, utilizatorilor de droguri injectabile
(Chisinau, Balti, Causeni, Edinet, Falesti,
Orhei, Rezina, Soroca, Ungheni s.a.),
detinutilor din institutiile penitenciare,
romilor, barbatilor care practica sex cu
barbati si lucratorilor sexului comercial.

Datele supravegherii confirma ca
raspandirea infectiei HIV/SIDA in randul
utilizatorilor de droguri s-a redus de la
25,7% in 2001 pana la 9,5% in 2004, in
randul detinutilor de la 3,41% pana la
4,73%, romilor - 0%, barbatilor ce practica
sex cu barbatii - 1,69% si femeilor ce
practica sex comercial - 4,64%.

Pentru continuarea realizarii
activitatilor de supraveghere si control a
infectiei HIV/SIDA, Grupul tehnic de lucru
»~oupravegherea epidemiologica si de
santineld a infectiei HIV/SIDA/ITS",
considera necesar sustinerea din partea
Fondului Global a cheltuielilor legate de
procurarea echipamentului si aparatajului,
accesoriilor, preparatelor diagnostice si a
reactivelor, efectuarea activitatilor de
prevenire si supraveghere, in total, un
buget de circa 1 mil.161 mii dolari SUA
pentru perioada 2005-2008.



Pornind de la sarcinile prioritare ale

Programului National de profilaxie si
combatere a infectiei HIV/SIDA/ITS, politica
Guvernului si a Ministerului Sanatatii este de
a asigura accesul cat mai larg al populatiei la
servicii de informare, diagnosticare si
tratament privind maladia HIV/SIDA si
infectiile cu transmitere sexuala (ITS).
Aceasta se realizeaza, partial, cu sustinerea
statului si, In mare parte, prin contributia
organizatiilor internationale (Banca
Mondiala, UNAIDS, Fondul Global, Agentia
Suedeza de cooperare pentru Dezvoltare
Internationala), care ne pun la dispozitie
surse financiare importante pentru
combaterea maladiilor. Astfel, referindu-ne la
suportul Fondului Global de combatere a
SIDA, Tuberculozei si Malariei in perioada
2003-2004, este de mentionat ca:

® Republica Moldova (unica din CSl) a
reusit sa implementeze pe tot teritoriul un test
specific (TPHA) folosit la diagnosticarea
sifilisului. La moment, aceasta investigatie

Viorel CALISTRU,

medic-gef al Dispensarului Dermatovenerologic Republican

»SERVICIILE GRATUITE

LA HIV/SIDA/ITS CONTRIBUIE LA DEPISTAREA
MAI ACTIVA Sl LA TRATAMENTUL BOLNAVILOR*

medicald se efectueaza in toate institutiile
medico-sanitare, care, concomitent, au fost
asigurate si cu alte medicamente efective.

e Reducerea incidentei sifilisului cu 12%
pe parcursul anului curent (datele pe 9 luni)
se datoreaza si dotarii cu echipament a peste
30 de laboratoare municipale si raionale.

e La compartimentul ITS mai adaugam
deschiderea si inzestrarea cu utilajul
necesar a 3 laboratoare (Chisinau, Balti,
Cahul) pentru diagnosticarea chlamidiozei,
infectie cu urmari grave pentru sanatatea
reproductiva a populatiei.

In ceea ce priveste fortificarea
activitatilor de asistentd medicald pentru
bolnavii de HIV/SIDA, acestia au posibilitate
sa beneficieze de servicii, la care acum
cativa ani se putea doar visa.
® |ncepand cu 2003, Tn cadrul
Dispensarului Dermatovenerologic
Republican, a fost deschisd o sectie de
terapie intensiva pentru tratamentul
bolnavilor de HIV/SIDA. Dispensarul este
prevazut cu un laborator, ce permite
efectuarea investigatiilor dupa metodele cele
mai performante gratie utilajului modern
(aparatelor pentru determinarea statutului
imunologic si a fincarcaturii virale a
pacientilor).

® Un pas important il constituie si initierea
tratamentului antiretroviral (ARV), Republica
Moldova fiind printre putinele state de pe glob
care sunt asigurate integral cu preparate
pentru tratamentul specific al acestei maladii.
e In scopul profilaxiei transmiterii infectiei
HIV de la mama la fat, in Republica Moldova
au fost organizate 2 centre pentru nasterea
femeilor gravide infectate cu HIV (Chisinau si
Balti). Centrele sunt asigurate cu preparate
ARV si amestecuri de lapte praf pentru
alimentatia artificiala a nou-nascutilor.

e In plus, pentru bolnavii de HIV/SIDA au
fost procurate medicamente necesare in
tratamentul infectiilor oportuniste.

e In general, in perioada de referintd au
fost organizate seminare pentru medicii de
familie si infectionisti, au fost editate
materiale informational-educative etc.

Planificand activitatile pentru urmatorii
ani, membrii Grupului tehnic de lucru
,Tratamentul HIV/SIDA/ITS" solicita
includerea in cererea de finantare catre
Fondul Global a bugetului de 1.158 mii dolari
SUA, estimat pentru acoperirea necesitatilor
in profilaxia, diagnosticarea si tratamentul
acestor infectii.

Victor URSU

directorul Fundatiei Soros-Moldova

»OOROS-MOLDOVA:

FACILITATORUL ONG-URILOR*

Prin acordul semnat cu Ministerul
Sanatatii (UCIMP) la 8 mai 2003, Fundatia
Soros-Moldova a devenit facilitatorul ONG-
urilor in implementarea, la nivel national si
local, a proiectelor: ,Acordarea Tingrijirilor
paliative persoanelor cu HIV/SIDA" si
,Prevenirea infectiilor HIV/SIDA/ITS n randul
grupurilor vulnerabile (utilizatori de droguri,
barbati care practica sex cu alti barbati,
lucratoare ale sexului comercial, romi etc.)".

Activitatile Tn cauza sunt orientate spre
imbunatatirea calitatii vietii persoanelor
infectate cu HIV si bolnave de SIDA prin
sustinerea psihologica si sociala a acestora gi
la diminuarea consecintelor negative a
consumului de droguri atat pentru utilizatori,
cat si pentru societate.

Drept motivatie n contractarea Fundatiei
Soros-Moldova pentru astfel de activitati a
servit experienta institutiei date n acest
domeniu, precum si abilitatea de a lucra cu
ONG-urile. Astfel, primul proiect de reducere a
noxelor a fost implementat in 1998 la Soroca,
in 2000 existand deja sase proiecte similare in

Orhei, Balti, Falesti, Chisindu, Soroca si
institutia penitenciara de la Branesti.

Pledoaria pentru reducerea noxelor si
sustinerea persoanelor HIV pozitive vine, in
special, din partea organizatiilor
internationale (Institutul pentru o societate
deschisa, New York; Fundatia SIDA Est-Vest;
Agentia Suedeza de cooperare pentru
Dezvoltare Internationald; Banca Mondiala si
Fondul Global), care sustin acest gen de
activitati in Republica Moldova.

Este de mentionat ca din mai 2003, gratie
grantului Fondului Global, numarul proiectelor
pentru grupurile vulnerabile ale populatiei,
gestionate si coordonate de Fundatia Soros-
Moldova s-a extins la 33.

Aprobarea spre finantare a proiectelor
prin Fundatia Soros-Moldova se face in baza
unei competitii deschise, la prezentarea
cererii de finantare sau a scrisorii de intentie
de arealiza activitati de prevenire HIV/SIDATN
randul grupurilor vulnerabile ori de acordare a
ingrijirilor paliative si suportului persoanelor
HIV/SIDA la domiciliu. Prin monitorizarea

activitatilor desfagurate, putem afirma ca, la
moment, de serviciile proiectelor mentionate
beneficiaza: 5000 utilizatori de droguri, 500
lucréatori ai sexului comercial, 10.800 detinuti,
500 homosexuali etc.

Alocarea in continuare a surselor
financiare pentru realizarea acestui gen de
activitati este necesara pentru extinderea
grupului tintd de beneficiari si directionarea
spre zonele putin acoperite (penitenciarele,
localitatile de sud ale republicii).

Suma de 801 mii dolari SUA, oferta
Fundatiei Soros-Moldova catre Fondul Global
pentru urmatorii trei ani, prevede propuneri
orientate anume spre sustinerea acestei
strategii din cadrul Programului National.
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“Reteaua de comunicare in domeniul sanatatii din Moldova” este o organizatie neguvernamental&, constituitda acum 2 ani, in baza
proiectului cu acelagi nume, sustinut de Fundatia Soros-Moldova si, partial, de Organizatia Mondiala a Sanatatii.

Scopul principal al organizatiei e de a-i reuni pe jurnalisti (In special, cei care scriu despre sanatate), medici, lucratori stiintifici,
reprezentanti ai organizatiilor guvernamentale si neguvernamentale intr-un parteneriat, ce ar promova modul sanatos de viata, contribuind
lainformarea si educarea fiecarui cetatean in spiritul responsabilitatii pentru propria sanatate si pentru sanatatea intregii societati.

In perioada de referinta, ONG “Reteaua de comunicare in domeniul sanatatii din Moldova” a desfasurat mai multe activitati, unele dintre
care au continuare si in prezent: editarea buletinului “Saninfo”, lansarea si mentinerea site-ului www.press.mednet.md, implementarea
proiectelor: “Advocacy pentru politica de control al tutunului in Republica Moldova” si “Advocacy pentru reducerea noxelor”.

MASS-MEDIA IN SERVICIUL
SOCIETATII

Fara a face uz de definitii, trebuie sa
recunoastem ca ‘“informatia” este
lumea ce ne finconjoara. Fiind o
manifestare a tot ce misca, creaza
senzatii, te face sa gandesti si sa
actionezi, adevarul e ca informatia n-a
fost niciodata atat de prezenta si
omniprezenta ca fn societatea
contemporana.

Ziarele, radioul, TV, internetul,
mass-media, in general, reprezinta un
flux continuu de informatii, de care am
devenit dependenti si pe care Il
acceptam ca pe o conditie a propriei
existente.

Rolul mass-media apare si mai
evident in intelegerea de cea de-a patra
putere in stat. Or, in istorie sunt
cunoscute numeroase cazuri cand prin
metodele si tehnicile de care dispune,
mass-media favorizeaza desfasurarea
anumitor schimbari pozitive sau
negative, in dependenta de rezultatul
scontat.

Totusi, dincolo de interpretarile
cunoscute si necunoscute, scopul cel
mai rezonabil al mass-media e de afiin
serviciul societatii. Servind unor cauze
mérete  si nobile, jurnalismul ofera
teren proprice de afirmare tuturor celora
care vor sa fie auziti, doresc sa
transmita un mesaj, intentioneaza sa
obtina o reactie din partea publicului.

Mass-media este asemeni unui
catalizator al societatii si de aceea
trebuie sa exprime adevarul, sa sustina
libertatea si sa lupte impotriva violentei,
terorismului, traficului, drogurilor etc.
pentru o lume mai buna si fericita.

Irina ZATUSEVSKI,

presedintele ONG “Reteaua de comunicare in domeniul sanatatii din Moldova”,
coordonatorul Proiectului “Advocacy pentru reducerea noxelor”

ADVOCACY PENTRU
REDUCEREA NOXELOR

Monitorizarea de catre ONG “Reteaua de
comunicare in domeniul s&natatii din
Moldova” a 20 de publicatii periodice,
emisiuniradio si TV ascos in evidenta faptul
ca unele probleme stringente ale societatii,
precum dependenta de droguri, HIV/SIDA
apar destul de rar in mass-media de la noi si
sunt tratate superficial, in baza unor simple
date statistice, adeseori si acestea confuze,
publicate cu prilejul anumitor evenimente
oficiale si sociale (contrabanda, jubileul unui
ONG) sau cu ocazia sarbatorilor
calendaristice ale anului.

Foarte putine sunt articolele despre
soarta consumatorilor de droguri si a
persoanelor infectate cu HIV si bolnave de
SIDA, lipsind cu desavarsire materialele de
cercetare, in care jurnalistul ar face o
investigatie serioasa in domeniu, prezentand
situatia prin determinarea cauzelor ce au dus
la crearea ei, familiarizandu-se cu metodele
de profilaxie/tratament actuale si cu
programele de reabilitare ce se practica la
noi si peste hotare, pentru a realiza, In ultima
instanta, un articol de sinteza, cu informatii
utile pentru publicul sau.

Luénd Tn consideratie aceasta stare de
lucruri, ONG “Reteaua de comunicare in
domeniul sanatatii din Moldova” si-a propus
sa influenteze mass-media, iar prin
intermediul ei, intreaga societate spre a
obtine o schimbare de atitudine prin pledarea
pentru filozofia “reducerea noxelor”.

Implementarea proiectului “Advocacy
pentru reducerea noxelor” a inceput cu
efectuarea unui sondaj in randul jurnalistilor
in vederea aprecierii cunostintelor acestora
vizavi de intelegerea notiunii “reducerea
noxelor”. Chestionarul a fost indeplinit de 34
jurnalisti, reprezentanti ai celor mai populare
mijloace de informare din republica.

Evaluarea raspunsurilor ne-a permis sa
confirmam ca lipsa materialelor in mass-
media despre reducerea noxelor se explica
prin necunoasterea si neintelegerea
termenului ca atare. Astfel, a devenit clar ca
jurnalistii au nevoie de informare pentru
abordarea tematicii respective.

In scopul lichidarii acestui neajuns, prin
intermediul Proiectului “Advocacy pentru
reducerea noxelor”, jurnalistii au posibilitatea
sa participe la un sir de seminare cu
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participarea expertilor nationali si
internationali, reprezentanti ai diferitor
institutii ce activeaza Tn domeniu. Luéand
cunostintd de strategiile de reducere a
noxelor in prevenirea raspandirii HIV/SIDA,
jurnalistii au ocazia sa obtina informatia cea
mai relevanta, din prima sursa si sa
stabileasca mai usor relatii de colaborare cu
specialistii de care au nevoie.

Concomitent, ONG “Reteaua de
comunicare Tn domeniul sanatatii din
Moldova” organizeaza si faciliteaza
deplasarea jurnalistilor la diferite puncte de
schimb a seringilor, deschise pe teritoriul
republicii in cadrul proiectelor de reducere a
noxelor. Jurnalistilor le sunt oferite modele de
prestare a serviciilor pentru consumatorii
care deocamdata nu sunt gata sa renunte la
droguri. Optadnd pentru promovarea
exemplelor de reusita Tn domeniu, laitmotivul
investigatiilor jurnalistice ar fi: “avand grija de
securitatea consumatorilor de droguri, avem
grija de noiingine”.

La dispozitia jurnalistilor care scriu
despre sanatate este publicatia “Saninfo” si
site-ul: www.press.mednet.md, ce ofera
acces nelimitat la informatie tuturor celora
care se intereseaza de problematica
abordata. Sursele in cauza contin cateva
rubrici permanente, ce insereaza interviuri,
reportaje, comentarii prin care sunt
identificate punctele “vulnerabile” ale
problemelor de sanatate, articole cu referinta
la strategia de reducere a noxelor. Tot aici pot
fi intalnite adrese si telefoane de contact ale
persoanelor care se ocupa de elaborarea si
implementarea anumitor politici Tn domeniul
sanatatii, pe care jurnalistii le pot contacta in
cazde necesitate.

Amintim ca Tn scopul stimularii
jurnalistilor de a scrie la tematica respectiva,
ONG “Reteaua de comunicare in domeniul
sanatatii din Moldova” a lansat concursul
“Reducerea noxelor - o filozofie cu impact
comportamental”, ce va finaliza in martie
2005. Autorii celor mai reugite creatii se vor
invrednici de premii valoroase din partea
organizatorilor (3 premii de 1000 dolari SUA
si 10 premii de incurajare).

imbinarea propriului interes al
jurnalistului pentru materialele abordate cu
actualitatea si utilitatea tematicii respective
pentru societate este tot ce ne dorim la acest
moment.



AGENTIA SUEDEZA DE COOPERARE .
PENTRU DEZVOLTARE INTERNATIONALA (ASDI)

Carte de vizita

Agentia Suedeza de cooperare
pentru Dezvoltare Internationala (Asdi)

este agentia guvernului Suediei, care
acorda asistenta consultativa, financiara
si tehnica tarilor in tranzitie pentru
promovarea reformelor democratice,
economice si sociale. Asdi si-a inceput
activitatea in Republica Moldova in
1996, directia strategica de asistenta
fiind bazata pe Strategia de Tara pentru

De la initierea asistentei in 1996 si
pana la sfargitul anului trecut, peste 180
milioane coroane suedeze au fost alocate
in Republica Moldova, activitatile
implementandu-se in patru domenii
prioritare: guvernarea democratica,
sectorul servicii sociale, sectorul privat
(inclusiv infrastructura si agricultura) si
domeniul reforma economica si reducerea
datoriilor, in total, peste 40 de activitati si
proiecte diferite ce cuprind majoritatea
sectoarelor nationale.

1. Guvernarea democratica -
activitatile sunt orientate spre intarirea
principiilor democratice si Tmbunatatirea
modului de guvernare in organele locale
de conducere. Sustinerea business-ului
privat, instruirea functionarilor publici,
sporirea rolului femeii in luarea deciziilor
politice, imbunatatirea capacitatilor politiei
de a combate traficul ilicit de persoane
sunt cateva obiective cheie sustinute in
cadrul acestuidomeniu.

2. Servicii sociale - asistenta oferita
sectorului social este a doua dupa volumul
de finantare (31%) si include activitati
sociale pentru copiii si adolescentii din
grupurile vulnerabile, asistentd sociala
pentru persoanele in etate si cu disabilitati,
profilaxia TB/HIV/SIDA, prevenirea
abuzului de droguri si cooperarea cu
universitatile si societatea civila.

3. Sectorul privat - finantarea
activitatilor de sustinere a dezvoltarii
sectorului privat, inclusiv a infrastructurii si
agriculturii, constituie cea mai mare
componentd a programului de asistenta,
alcatuind 35% din total. Ea include primul
proiect Cadastru, proiectele ,Energie I,
componenta termica”, ,Investitii si servicii
rurale”, proiectul de intretinere a
drumurilor, precum si unele proiecte
/activitati mai mici, desfasurate in
domeniul creditarii si marketingului rural,
protectiei mediului ambiant etc.

Moldova, document adoptat de catre
Parlamentul Suediei (Riksdagen) in
iunie 2001 si Memorandumul incheiat
intre reprezentantii partilor bilaterale.
Obiectivul general al cooperarii
pentru dezvoltare este de a sustine
eforturile Republicii Moldova indreptate
spre reducerea saraciei prin cresterea
economicd/generare de venituri si
protectie sociala mai calitativa pentru

4. Reforma economica si
negocierea datoriilor - sprijinul
proiectelor legate de piata muncii si
instruirea profesionala, dezvoltarea
statisticii nationale si efectuarea a trei studii
/seminare referitoare la reformele
macroeconomice ale tarii, inclusiv activitati
pentru abordarea problemelor legate de
numarul mare de migranti ilegali, care
folosesc Moldova ca tara de tranzit pentru a
intrain Uniunea Europeana.

ASDI - CO-FINANTATOR AL
PROGRAMULUI
TB/SIDA IN MOLDOVA

In noiembire 2001, Agentia Suedeza de
cooperare pentru Dezvoltare Internationala
(Asdi) a alocat 5.3 milioane coroane suedeze
(echivalentul a 500 mii dolari SUA), co-
finantare la Proiectul Bancii Mondiale
(Programul TB/SIDA, implementator UCIMP,
Fondul de Investitii in Sanatate, Ministerul
Sanatatii). Resursele alocate au fost utilizate
la implementarea activitatilor de control al
tuberculozei (strategia DOTS),
supravegherea, diagnosticarea, prevenirea si
tratamentul HIV/SIDA, procurarea
echipamentului pentru laboratoarele de TB si
HIV/SIDA din tara, sustinerea proiectelor de
reducere a noxelor (Fundatia Soros-
Moldova).

PROIECT PILOT DE PREVENIRE A
ABUZULUI FATA DE DROGURI

La sfarsitul anului 2002, Agentia Suedeza
de cooperare pentru Dezvoltare
Internationala (Asdi) a acordat asistenta
unui ONG din Suedia pentru stabilirea
contactelor cu ONG-urile din Moldova in
scopul mediatizarii problemelor legate de
utilizarea narcoticelor. Au fost intreprinse
actiuni in vederea selectarii organizatiilor din
cele doua tari pentru promovarea viitoarelor
activitati.

grupurile vulnerabile. Un accent special
se pune pe transferul de cunostinte,
consolidarea institutionala, administrarea
publica, dezvoltarea sectorului privat si cel
al serviciilor sociale. Aspectele de gender
si protectie a mediului trec ca un fir rogu
prin programul de asistenta, activitatile
Asdi fiind coordonate cu cele desfasurate
de Banca Mondiala, alti donatori
internationali.

Echipa Asdi in Moldova

PROIECTE IN ACTIUNE

Proiectul “ONG-urile din Moldova:
impreuna pentru prevenirea consumului
de droguri” (noiembrie 2003-decembrie
2004)

Scopul: cresterea prin intermediul ONG-
urilor a gradului de consgtiintda publica si
crearea unui mediu proprice pentru existenta
scolilor fara droguri in Republica Moldova.

Obiective:

e dezvoltarea si consolidarea capacitatilor
ONG-urilor din Republica Moldova in
domeniul informarii tinerilor despre efectele
negative ale consumului de droguri;

e consolidarea capacitatii nationale pentru
prevenirea si combaterea consumului de
droguri in municipiul Balti;

e organizarea trainingurilor, realizarea
materialelor informationale anti-drog, crearea
grupurilor de initiativa capabile sa organizeze
ulterior programe de educatie “de la egal la
egal’etc.

Implementator: Centrul de Resurse “Tineri
si liberi”, In colaborare cu Asociatia nationala
pentru o societate fara droguri (RNS, Suedia),
Asociatia “Tinerii pentru dreptul la viata”, filiala
Balti si Asociatia “Narcologia” (Moldova).

Continuare in pag. 8 By
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Proiectul “campanii mass-media
pentru sex protejat si solidaritate sociala
pentru reducerea HIV/SIDA in Moldova”

(septembrie 2004-decembrie 2007)

Scopul: de a reduce impactul epidemiei
HIV/SIDA in Republica Moldova prin
dezvoltarea si implementarea unei strategii
nationale de comunicare pentru prevenirea
raspandirii infectiei HIV/SIDA.

Obiective:

e crearea unei platforme de comunicare si
colaborare cu organizatiile locale si
internationale, beneficiari din diferite
sectoare, inclusiv organizatii
guvernamentale, ONG-uri, mass-media si
persoane cu HIV/SIDA.

Implementatori: Fundatia SIDA Est-Vest,
Ministerul Sanatatii al Republicii Moldova.

Dezvoltarea sistemului de servicii
sociale a Moldovei va ramane o prioritate
de cooperare pentru dezvoltare a Agentiei
Suedeze de cooperare pentru Dezvoltare
Internationala (Asdi) pentru perioada 2004-
2006.

In sectorul sanatatii publice si
asistentei medicale o atentie deosebita va
fi acordata medicinei primare, in special,
sanatatii sexuale si reproductive,
controlului tuberculozei, HIV/SIDA,
infectiilor cu transmitere sexuald si
combaterea consumului de droguri.

Potrivit celei de-a doua Strategii de
Tara pentru Republica Moldova (perioada
2004-2006), asistenta oferita de Guvernul
Suediei va fi orientata spre trei domenii

prioritare: guvernarea democratica,
prevenirea excluderii sociale si
promovarea sanatatii publice si

promovarea cresterii economice.

In functie de necesitatea si capacitatea
de absorbtie a recipientului, Agentia
Suedeza de cooperare pentru Dezvoltare
Internationald (Asdi) preconizeaza sa
mareasca volumul cooperarii cu Republica
Moldova pana la 70-100 milioane coroane
suedeze anual.

Institutile penitenciare din Republica
Moldova au fost racordate la un sistem
computerizat de supraveghere a
tuberculozei.

Evenimentul s-a produs la sfarsitul lunii
noiembrie curent, gratie eforturilor comune
a reprezentantilor Directiei Institutii
Penitenciare si Fundatiei “Caritas
Luxembourg”, care desfasoara mai multe
activitati de asistenta medicala si sociala in
institutiile penitenciare in conformitate cu
prevederile programelor nationale de
profilaxie si combatere HIV/SIDA/ITS si de
control al tuberculozei (Programul
TB/SIDA).

Potrivit dlui Valentin Laticevschi, medic
coordonator al Fundatiei “Caritas

PENTRU PRIMA DATA
UN SISTEM COMPUTERIZAT
IN PENITENCIARE

Luxembourg”, actiunea in cauza tine de
domeniul pionieratului si constituie un
avantaj sub multiple aspecte. Sistemul
permite colectarea, inregistrarea si
pastrarea informatiei intr-o baza de date
comuna, contribuind la controlul calitatii si
veridicitatii surselor.

“Crearea retelei este importanta si
necesara prin monitorizarea situatiei
epidemiologice a TB 1n penitenciare,
depistarea si tratarea detinutilor purtatori de
bacilul Koch fnainte ca acestia sa devina
focare de infectie pentru alte persoane
(acelagi lucru in cazul co-infectiei
TB/SIDA)”, -aopinat V. Laticevschi.

Lansarea sistemului a inceput acum o
jumatate de an, timp in care sectiile
medicale din cadrul institutiilor penitenciare
au fost asigurate cu suport logistic:
computere, mini-traininguri i conexiune la
retea. Actualmente, printre beneficiarii
retelei se numara Directia Institutii
Penitenciare, precum si unitatile medicale
din Pruncul, Cahul, Rezina, Balti etc.

Introducerea sistemului computerizat in
penitenciare va conduce la implementarea
n continuare a strategiei DOTS, urmata de
DOTS plus si la realizarea activitatilor de
prevenire HIV/SIDATn aceste institutii.
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SERVICIU DIVIN PENTRU
BOLNAVII DE HIV/SIDA

Bolnavii de HIV/SIDA, spitalizati in
sectia de boli infectioase a
Dispensarului Dermatovenerologic
Republican, au avut ocazia sa participe
la o ceremonie religioasa, organizata
cu prilejul sfintirii sectiei spitalului.

Ceremonia s-a produs la inceputul
lunii noiembrie prin binecuvantarea
parintelui Alexei de la biserica “Sfintii
Trei lerarhi” din Costiujeni, care a
oficiat un serviciu divin dupa toate
ritualurile.

“‘Dupa reparatia capitald a sectiei
din vara acestui an, bolnavii de
HIV/SIDA, internati la spital pentru
tratament, vor avea un ungherag si
pentru rugaciune. Este o actiune
crestineasca, menita sa aline durerea
si suferintele celor aflati in grea
cumpanad”,- a mentionat dl lurie

Climagevschi, seful sectiei de boli
infectioase din cadrul Dispensarului.

Procesiunea a finalizat traditional
cu 0 masa de sarbatoare, organizata
de membrii ONG “Credinta”.

Printr-o coincidentd de sarbatori
crestine, sectia va purta hramul
sfantului Dumitru.

al Consiliului National de Coordonare al Proiectului “Suportul Programului National de profilaxie
si combatere a infectiei HIV/SIDA/ITS si al Programului National de control al tuberculozei”
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of the Country Coordination Mechanism of the “Support to the National Tuberculosis
and National HIV/AIDS/STI Control Programs”

THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA COULD BENEFIT
FROM A NEW GRANT FROM THE GLOBAL FUND

The Republic of Moldova submitted to the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria the offer for the second
financing stage.

The application was filled in according to some special
criteria and, based on that, the Global Fund's Secretariat will
assess whether the resources provided were successfully used
in the first round and will also assess the needs for resource
allotment for the next three years.

The application was submitted and approved during the CCM
TB/AIDS (Country Coordination Mechanism of the TB/AIDS
Project) members' meeting in the middle of November.

In case the request to continue financing the TB/AIDS/STI-
related activities will be considered eligible, the value of the
TB/AIDS Project financed by the Global Fund grant for 2005-

A man can never live for himself only,
just like a sunray cannot shed light
on itself only.

N. lorga

It is still a question mark for the
humanity. It keeps targeting
severely and destroying thousands
of lives everyday. Following two
decades of serious research and
efforts supported in fighting this
scourge, HIV/AIDS terrifies,
stigmatizes and drives to despair
persons who fell its prey and those
who are next to them.

And yet... Today, more than ever
before, people rally to withstand
AIDS pandemics. Appeals are
voiced from the highest world's
tribunes to raise awareness of this

danger, induce all the efforts in
preventing spread of the pandemic,
initiate a specific antiretroviral
treatment, promote a healthy
lifestyle, including protected sex.
New partnerships emerged at
the level of funding agencies (World
Bank, Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB
and Malaria, UNAIDS Program) that
offer the developing countries
considerable funds to build their
HIV/AIDS response capacity.

A healthy hand stretches to a
suffering hand. To safeguard the
future of this planet. As a sign that
we care. That we are not indifferent.
That we should face the truth and
call reality by name so that we can
live and die in dignity.

From the editor's office

2008 will be of approximately 6 million US dollars.

(You can read a more extensive article on this subject on

pages 12-13 of the bulletin)

ON-LINE NEWS

Press Conference at the Ministry of Health

Mapping of the population with HIV/AIDS/STI is being
carried out for the first time in the Republic of
Moldova

The Press Service of the Ministry of Health Informs
Drugs as an object of journalist investigations
Seminar on harm reduction
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A computerized system in penitentiaries for
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Page 16 =



The press service of the Ministry
of Health informs

EQUIPMENT FOR THE
PHTHISIOPULMONOLOGY
SERVICE

The technical base of the
Phthisiopulmonology service has been
improved with a new, high-
performance device, called “Bactec
MGIT960".

This device enables the fast
detection of the tuberculosis bacillus
and testing tuberculosis patients for
drug susceptibility. Itis the first time that
the country’s phthisiopulmonology
service has been equipped with such a
device.

With the help of this device, the
tuberculosis bacillus can be traced
within 2-3 weeks, compared to 2-3
months if using the classical culture
method.

According to experts in this field,
examinations using this device are
required mainly for patients with
suspected multi-drug resistant
tuberculosis, as well as for serious
cases with an increased risk of
acquiring resistance to anti-
tuberculosis drugs.

The “Bactec MGIT960” device will
be installed in the Phthisiopulmonology
Institute, a public health facility.

The device was purchased through
the TB/AIDS Program, financed by the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria and the
World Bank.

Once this device is being used, the
possibilities to diagnose tuberculosis
will increase in the Republic of
Moldova. Specialists estimate that
purchasing this device is one of the
stages of our country’s application to
the Green Light Committee in order to
acquire “second line” drugs for multi-
drug resistant tuberculosis patients’
treatment.

PRESS CONFERENCE

AT THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH

On November 29, this year, the
Ministry of Health, jointly with the
representatives of the World Bank and
World Health Organization, organized a
press conference dedicated to the World
HIV/AIDS Day.

At the conference, the journalists were
informed about the epidemic’s current
trends and there were also showed
examples of efficient fight against
HIV/AIDS disease on global, regional and
national levels.

Referring to the National
HIV/AIDS/STI Prevention and National
Tuberculosis Control Programs for 2001-
2005, the reporters wanted to point out
that it had been making good progress
due to correct implementation and very
good coordination of resources offered by
the international organizations (World
Bank, Global Fund, UNAIDS, USAID, the
Swedish International Development
Agency (Sida), WHO, UNICEF, etc.).

Considering that the HIV/AIDS takes
away 8 thousand people per day, the
information offered through the mass-
media is crucial - a matter of life and death.
Due to circumstances, journalists are
often the first to find out about unfolding
happenings, events, and facts. By making
them public, the journalists’ messages

can and must save lives, help protecting
against the disease, prevent the HIV
infection transmission by changing the
population’s behavior and attitude
regarding this threat.

The conference was attended by

Edward Brown, World Bank
Representative in the Republic of
Moldova; Pavel Ursu, President of WHO
office in the Republic of Moldova; Gabriela
lonascu, UNAIDS Coordinator; Andrei
Gherman, the Minister of Health; Dumitru
Laticevschi, TB/AIDS Program
Coordinator (PCU); national health
institutions’ representatives and, of
course, the mass-media.

A team of international consultants,
among whom James Cercone, an expert
with extensive experience in this field, is
currently present in the Republic of
Moldova in order to perform the mapping
of the population groups that are
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS/STI.

Investigations have begun in
November this year and will continue
until the end of the year, when a special
study will be compiled, which will
enhance the planning of the more
efficient interventions for the target
groups.

MAPPING OF THE POPULATION
WITH HIV/AIDS/STI
IS BEING CARRIED OUT FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

The population’s mapping is
necessary in order to determine the
areas that are mostly affected by
HIV/AIDS/STI, the factors that increase
the risk of getting infected with HIV, the
geographical distribution of services
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provided to HIV-positive people and
people suffering from AIDS, and the cost
estimate of these activities.

According to the expert James
Cercone, compared to other states, in
the Republic of Moldova there is a
greater chance to carry out a study
according to expectations, as the
information requested during data
collection is of higher quality and more
accessible.

During their mission, the experts
went on several field trips and worked
very closely with specialists from
different government and non-
government institutions, which are
active in the HIV/AIDS/STI field.

HIV/AIDS/STI mapping is performed
on the initiative of the TB/AIDS Project
Coordination, Implementation and
Monitoring Unit (TB/AIDS PCU).



DRUGS AS AN OBJECT

OF JOURNALIST INVESTIGATIONS

A two days seminar for journalists
(October 28-29, this year) took place in
Chisinau within “NGOs in Moldova:
together to prevent drug use” Project. The
project is implemented by the “Young and
Free” Resource Center with the financial
support of the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency.

The seminar’s agenda included

communications on drug addiction

situation in the Republic of Moldova,
statistical data and drug addiction
treatment possibilities (reporter — Tudor
Vasiliev — Chief MD of the Republican
Narcological Center); presentation of
organizations working in the anti-drug and
anti-AIDS fields, HIV/AIDS/STI prevention
among drug users and providing care to
drug-addicts (reporters - Antonita Fonari,
Executive Director of the “Young and Free”
Resource Center and Ecaterina Rotaru,
Chief of the Epidemiology Department at
the AIDS Center); mass-media’s
involvement in promoting a healthy way of
life and analysis of materials written about
the drug-addiction phenomenon in the
Republic of Moldova (reporter - lIrina
Zatusevski, journalist, President of
“Moldova Health Communication Network”
NGO).

Tomas Gustafsson and Pelle Olson,
journalists from Sweden, also attended the
seminar. They shared their experience in
the field, presenting examples of practical
journalism from their own creation. The
experts revealed the role of mass-media in

promoting anti-drug policies, using the

correct, non-discriminating terminology,
the need to approach that topic with greater
persuasion force on the population.

The participants (young journalists,
students, representatives of NGOs from
the country) highly appreciated the work of
the seminar, admitting that the information
they acquired will be useful to their
subsequentinvestigations.

SEMINAR ON HARM REDUCTION

The representatives of police stations
in Chisinau municipality in charge of drug
trafficking prevention attended a seminar
on harmreduction.

The above-mentioned activity is a
continuation of a series of activities carried
out within the Public Health Program (the
Soros-Moldova Foundation) and aims at
making police officers familiar with the
harm reduction strategy, as a main
component of the National HIV/AIDS/STI
Prevention and Control Programs, which
involves preventing the disease from
spreading among injecting drug users in
order to promote less harmless behavior
for the respective population group and for
the society, in general.

Referring to the specific character of
the “harm reduction” methodology, Liliana
Gherman, Harm Reduction Program
Coordinator from the Soros-Moldova
Foundation, pointed out that the pragmatic
objective of projects that implement such
activities is to not allow that drug users be
marginalized, as well as provide
information, medical and social support
(syringes and needles exchange,
provision of disinfectants, condoms) in
order to shape up some less risky for
health attitudes and habits.

Efficient collaboration between the law
enforcement authorities and organizations

rendering services based on harm
reduction strategy is especially necessary
as, in their daily activity, the
representatives of these institutions often
face problems whose solving is of

common interest, concluded the quoted
source.

In his turn, Mr. llie Jecicov, Chief of
Section at the Anti-drug Department of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, informed that,
although the legislation of the Republic of

Moldova makes no provision of penal
penalties for using a small quantity of
drugs (for personal use), 1,700 law
violations related to illegal drug

manufacturing and trafficking have been
discovered throughout this year, 70-80%
of the registered crimes being committed
by drugged people (drugs were not
mentioned).

Choosing to fight against drug
trafficking and reduce the phenomenon’s
negative impact on society, the
participants at the seminar declared
themselves in favor of broadening the
range of activities carried out in common
with the Ministry of Health, Soros-Moldova
Foundation, various government and non-
government organizations, that deal with
project implementation in the field of drug
addiction prevention, prevention and
suppression of drug trafficking, solving
problems related to narcotics consumption
and security of activities provided within
that particular strategy.

Accepting the idea that drug users
have the right to benefit from the services
provided by the harm reduction projects is
a big step forward in fighting the HIV
epidemic and decreasing criminality in the
Republic of Moldova.

The seminar was also attended by:
Stefan Gheorghita, Vice-director of the
AIDS Center, Mihai Oprea, Chief MD of the
Republican Narcological Center, Mihai
Batca, Chief of Department at the General
Police Station in Chigsinau municipality and
Ecaterina Rotaru, Coordinator of
“Prevention of HIV/AIDS among drug
users in Chisinau municipality” Project.
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ASPECTS FROM THE CCM TB/AIDS MEETING

On October 1, 2004, the Republic of Moldova received from the Global Fund an invitation to apply for a new financing in order to
continue the TB/AIDS/STI prevention activities. This is due mostly to the TB/AIDS Project’s correctimplementation, as well as due to

each state’s right to insist on the initial commitment, included in the Grant

Agreement concluded in the first round.

During 2 months, the TB/HIV/AIDS/STI specialists gathered in technical
working groups and developed a “Draft Proposal”, in which they presented and
supported with arguments the need for activities during 2005-2008.

When developing the proposals, there were taken into consideration the

country current epidemiological situation, HIV/AIDS treatment,

DOTS

implementation, followed by DOTS plus, harm reduction activities for vulnerable
groups of population, education, monitoring and assessment, and also a plan and
indicative budget was drafted for each and every component.

The “Draft Proposal” (the subsequent financing request) review and approval
took place during the CCM TB/AIDS members’ meeting on November 11 this year.

We briefly reproduce some of the presented communications.

Stefan GHEORGHITA,
Vice-director of AIDS Center

“THE HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STATUS
IS TRACED ON A DAILY BASIS”

The first HIV/AIDS cases were
identified in the Republic of Moldova in
1987 and there were sporadic cases
(1987-1995 — 40 cases, of them foreign
citizens-21).1n 1996, 55 cases were found
and reported, and in 1997 the number of
new HIV-positive cases increased
substantially, mainly among drug users.

As of November 1, 2004, 2159
HIV/AIDS people were registered in total in
the Republic of Moldova, including the
Eastern districts.

During the first ten months of this year,
162 HIV-positive people were found, the
AIDS diagnosis was confirmed for 147
people out of the total number of infected
people, 83 people died of AIDS.

Supervision of the HIV/AIDS
epidemiological status on a daily basis
allowed us to follow this disease’s
particularities, identify the groups most
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, the type of
behavior that increases the risk of infection
and the infected persons’ ages. Based on
the analysis of the figures registered by the
AIDS Center employees, a decrease of the
intravenous injecting-related epidemic
was noticed, along with an increase in the
HIV infection transmission through sexual
intercourse (2001-20%, 2002- 28%, 2003-
43.8%) overthe last 3 years.

Through the National HIV/AIDS and
STl Prevention and National Control
Tuberculosis Program for 2001-2005, by

Moldovan Government’s contribution,
thanks to the international organizations’
support, particularly the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
grant (TB/AIDS Project), a range of
activities was carried out in the country,
among which, regarding the
“HIV/AIDS/STI epidemiological
supervision and state monitoring”
compartment, we would like to mention the
following:

e Strengthening the screening and
reference laboratories for HIV/AIDS
diagnosis by procuring and installing the
“Evolis” automatic station, luminescent
microscopes, the molecular-genetic line,
three ELISA lines, dosimeters and other
accessories. Moreover, 206 thousand
tests were purchased for performing the
epidemiological supervision, testing
people from vulnerable groups (60
thousand), ensuring hemo-transfusions
safety (46 thousand), testing pregnant
women (100 thousand).

e What is the most important, the
population’s access to HIV/AIDS testing
increased, thus, 111,970 people were
tested in 2002, in 2003 — 159,017 and
during the first ten months of this year —
1,908,002 people, including 48,166
pregnantwomen.

e |norder to determine the prevalence of
the epidemic process and the behavioral
risk, epidemiological supervision is
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performed, including sentinel supervision
within groups with increased infection risk
— injecting drug users (Chisinau, Balti,
Causeni, Edinet, Falesti, Orhei, Rezina,
Soroca, Ungheni and so on), inmates from
penitentiary institutions, Gypsies, men
who have sex with other men and

commercial sex workers. Data on
supervision confirm that HIV/AIDS
spreading among drug users is from
25.7% in 2001 to 9.5% in 2004, from
3.41% to 4.73% among inmates, Gypsies
— 0%, men who have sex with other men —
1.69% ,and women who practice
commercial sex—4.64%.

In order to continue the HIV/AIDS
supervision and control activities, the
“HIV/AIDS/STI epidemiological and
sentinel supervision” Technical Working
Group considers as necessary the Global
Fund support in the procurement of
equipment and devices, accessories,
diagnosis preparations and reagents,
prevention and supervision activities,
totally, a budget of about 1 million 161
thousand US dollars for 2005-2008.



Considering the priority tasks of the

National HIV/AIDS/STI Prevention and
Control Programs, the Government and
Ministry of Health’s policy is to ensure the
population’s greater access to the
information, diagnosis and treatment of
HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted
infections (STls) services. They are partly
provided with the state’s support and, mostly
through the contribution of international
organizations (World Bank, UNAIDS, Global
Fund), which provide important financial
resources in order to fight these diseases.
Thus, referring to the support provided by
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria during 2003-2004, it must be
pointed out that:

e The Republic of Moldova (the only one in
the CIS) succeeded in implementing a
specific test (TPHA) used to diagnose
syphilis on its entire territory. At the moment,
this medical investigation is performed in all

Viorel CALISTRU,

Chief MD of the Republican Dermatovenereological Dispensary

”FREE SERVICES TO HIV/AIDS/STI
CONTRIBUTE TO CASE FINDING

AND TREATMENT”

health facilities, which have been supplied
with other effective drugs simultaneously.

® The reduction of syphilis incidence by
12% during this year (data for 9 months) is
due to the fact that over 30 municipal and
district laboratories have been provided with
equipment. Regarding the STI
compartment, one should add the opening
and supplying of 3 laboratories (Chisinau,
Balti, Cahul) with equipment necessary to
diagnose chlamydeous, a disease with
serious consequences on the population
fertility.

Concerning strengthening the health
care activities for the HIV/AIDS patients,
they can now benefit from services that they
could only dream of a couple of years ago.
® Starting with 2003, an Intensive Care
Unit for the HIV/AIDS patients’ treatment
was opened at the Republican
Dermatovenereological Dispensary. The
facility also has a laboratory, which allows
doing investigations based on very high-
performance methods due to the modern
equipment (devices for determining the
patients’immunity status and viral load).
® An important step is the initiation of the

antiretroviral treatment (ARV), the Republic
of Moldova being one of the few states in the
world that are fully supplied with drugs for
this disease’s specific treatment.

® |n order to prevent the HIV transmission
from mother to fetus, 2 centers have been
organized in the Republic of Moldova for the
HIV-positive pregnant women who give birth
(Chiginau and Balti). The centers are
supplied with ARV drugs and infant formulas
for the newborns’ feeding.

e Furthermore, for the HIV/AIDS patients,
the necessary drugs for opportunistic
diseases’ treatment have been purchased.

® Generally, seminars have been
organized for general practitioners and
infectious diseases specialists, information
and educational materials have been
published, etc. during this period of time.

Planning the activities for the next years,
the members of the “HIV/AIDS/STI
Treatment” Technical Work Group request to
include the 1,158 thousand US dollars
budget in the application for funding to the
Global Fund, which is estimated to cover the
diseases’ prevention, diagnosis and
treatment costs.

Victor URSU,

Director of Soros-Moldova Foundation

”SOROS-MOLDOVA: THE NGOs’ FACILITATOR”

By the agreement signed with the Ministry
of Health (PCU) on May 8, 2003, the Soros-
Moldova Foundation became the NGOs’
facilitator in implementing the following
projects at the national and local levels:
“Palliative care to persons with HIV/AIDS”
and “HIV/AIDS/STI prevention among
injecting drug users (IDUs)”, “HIV/AIDS/STI
prevention among vulnerable groups
(commercial sex workers, men having sex
with men, Gypsies, trafficked persons, etc.).

The above-mentioned activities are
aimed at improving the HIV-positive persons
and AIDS patients’ quality of life through their
psychological and social support and at
diminishing the negative consequences of
drug consumption on both drug users and
society.

The reason for contracting the Soros-
Moldova Foundation to perform such
activities was the institution’s experience in
this field, as well as its ability to work with
NGOs. Thus, the first harm reduction project
was implemented in 1998 in Soroca, and in
2000 there were already six similar projects in
Orhei, Balti, Falesti, Chisinau, Soroca and in

the penitentiary facility in Branesti.

The advocacy in favor of harm reduction
and support for HIV-positive persons comes
particularly from the international
organizations (Open Society Institute, New
York; East-West AIDS Foundation; Swedish
International Development Cooperation
Agency; World Bank; Global Fund), that
support such activities in the Republic of
Moldova.

It should be pointed out that starting with
May 2003, due to the Global Fund grant, the
number of projects for the population’s
vulnerable groups, administered and
coordinated by the Soros-Moldova
Foundation, increased to 33.

The approval for the financing of projects
through the Soros-Moldova Foundation is
given based on an open competition after the
submission of the financing request or the
letter of intent to carry out activities on
HIV/AIDS prevention among vulnerable
groups, or palliative care giving and support
to HIV/AIDS persons. By monitoring
performed activities, we can state that, at the
moment, there are: 5000 drug users, 500

commercial sex workers, 10,800 inmates,
500 gay people, etc. that benefit from
services provided by the above-mentioned
projects.

Further financial resources allocation is
necessary in order to perform such activities
so as to enlarge the beneficiary target groups
and to direct them toward little covered areas
(penitentiaries, the country southern
localities). The amount of 801 thousand US
dollars, the Soros-Moldova Foundation’s
offer to the Global Fund for the next three
years, includes proposals aimed mainly at
supporting this strategy within the National
Program.
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“Moldova Health Communication Network” is a non-government organization, which was set up 2 years ago, based on the project with a
similar name, supported by the Soros-Moldova Foundation and, partly, by the World Health Organization.

The main purpose of the organization is to get together the journalists (particularly those who write on health), scientific workers,
representatives of government and non-government organizations in a partnership, which would promote a healthy way of life, contributing
to the information and education of each citizen in the spirit of responsibility for his/her own health and for the health of all society.

During the referred to period, “Moldova Health Communication Network” NGO carried out several activities, that are still going on:
publishing of the “Saninfo” Bulletin, launching and maintaining the www.press.mednet.md web site, implementation of the projects:
“Advocacy for the tobacco control policy in the Republic of Moldova” and “Advocacy for harm reduction”.

MASS-MEDIA IN THE SERVICE
OF THE SOCIETY

Without using any definition, one
must admit that “information” is the
world around us. As it is a manifestation
of everything that is moving, it gives
sensations, it makes one think and act;
the truth is, information has never been
so present and so omnipresent like in
contemporary society. The
newspapers, the radio, the TV, the
Internet, the mass-media are generally
a continuous string of information which
we've become addicted to and which
we accept as a condition of our own
existence.

The role of mass-media is even
more evident in its understanding as the
fourth power in the state. Or, historically,
numerous cases have been known
when mass-media, through the
methods and techniques it disposed of,
favored the unfolding of some positive
or negative changes, depending on the
expected result.

However, beyond all known and
unknown interpretations, the mass-
media’s most reasonable purpose is to
be in the service of society. Serving
some great and noble causes, the
journalism offers favorable ground for
the affirmation of those who want to be
heard, want to deliver a message, plan
to get the public’s reaction.

Mass-media is similar to a society
catalyst and, therefore, it must express
the truth, it must support freedom and
fight against violence, terrorism,
trafficking, drugs, etc. for better and
happier world.

Irina ZATUSEVSKI,

President of “Moldova Health Communication Network” NGO,
Coordinator of “Advocacy for harm reduction” Project

ADVOCACY FOR HARM
REDUCTION

“Moldova Health Communication
Network” NGO’s monitoring of 20 periodical
publications, radio and TV shows, revealed
the fact that some of the society’s stringent
problems, such as drug addiction, and
HIV/AIDS seldom appear in our mass-media
and are superficially treated, based on some
simple statistical data, often confusing as
well, published on the occasion of some
official and social events (smuggling, some
non-government organization’s
anniversary) or on the occasion of annual
holidays.

There are very few articles on the fate of
drug users and HIV-positive people or AIDS
patients, research materials are missing
completely, in which the journalist would
make a serious investigation in this field,
presenting the situation by determining the
causes that led to its creation, getting
familiar with current prevention/treatment
methods and rehabilitation programs that
are practiced in our country and abroad, in
order to achieve ultimately a synthesis
article with useful information for his/her
public.

Taking into consideration this state of
affairs, “Moldova Health Communication
Network” NGO planned to influence the
mass-media and, through it, the whole
society, in order to get a change of attitude by
pleading in favor of the “harm reduction”
philosophy.

The implementation of the “Advocacy for
harm reduction” Project started with carrying
out a survey among journalists in order to
assess their knowledge regarding
understanding the notion of “harm
reduction”. The questionnaire was filled in by
34 journalists, representatives of the most
popular information means in the country.

Assessing the answers allowed us to
confirm that the lack of materials on harm
reduction in mass-media can be explained
by the lack of knowledge or understanding of
the term itself. Thus, it has become clear
that the journalists need information in order
to approach that topic.

In order to eliminate this drawback, the
journalists have the opportunity, through the
“Advocacy for harm reduction” Project, to
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take part in a series of seminars with the
participation of national and international
experts, representatives of various
institutions working in this field. Thus, by
finding out about the harm reduction
strategies in preventing HIV/AIDS from
spreading, the journalists have the
opportunity to get the most relevant
information, from the first source, and to
establish collaboration relations with the
specialists they need more easily.

At the same time, “Moldova Health
Communication Network” NGO organizes
and facilitates the journalists’ traveling to
various centers and points of syringe
exchange, that were opened all over the
country within the harm reduction projects.
The journalists are showed different models
of service delivery for the users who are not
ready to give up drugs yet. As it chooses to
promote examples of success in this field,
the lait-motif of journalist investigations
would be: “By taking care of drug users’
safety, we take care of ourselves”.

Journalists writing about health also
have at their disposal the “Saninfo”
magazine, as well as
www.press.mednet.md web-site, which
offers unlimited access to information for all
those, that are interested in the above-
mentioned problem. These sources contain
several permanent columns, which
comprise interviews, reports, comments that
the “vulnerable” aspects of health problems
are identified by, including articles regarding
the harm reduction strategy. There are also
contact addresses and phone numbers of
people who deal with the development and
implementation of certain policies in the field
of health, that the journalists could contact if
necessary.

We remind you that in order to stimulate
the journalists to write on that specific topic,
“Moldova Health Communication Network”
NGO has launched a competition: “Harm
reduction — a philosophy with behavior-
related impact”’, which will end in March
2005. The authors of the best creations will
be awarded valuable prizes from the
organizers (three 1000 US dollars prizes and
10 encouragement prizes).

Combining the journalist's own interest
in the materials he addresses with the topical
interest and utility of the respective subject
forthe society is all we want at the moment.



SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

AGENCY (SIDA)
Visit Card

The Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)
is the Swedish Government’s agency,
which provides consultative, financial
and technical assistance to countries in
transition to promote democratic,
economic and social reforms. Sida began
its activity in Moldova in 1996, the
strategic direction of assistance being
based on the Country Strategy for

Since the assistance launching in 1996,
till the end of the last year, over 180 million
Swedish crowns were allocated to the
Republic of Moldova. Activities were
implemented in four major fields:
democratic governing, the social services
sector, the private sector (including
infrastructure and agriculture) and the field
of economic reform and debt reduction,
totally, over 40 different activities and
projects that comprise most of the national
sectors.

1. Democratic governing — activities
are aimed at strengthening democratic
principles and improving the governing
approach of the governing local authorities.
Supporting private business, training public
servants, increasing women’s role in
making political decisions, improving the
police abilities to fight against illegal people
trafficking are some of the key-objectives
supported in this field.

2. The social services - the
assistance provided to the social sector
ranks second according to the financing
amount (31%) and includes social activities
for children and teenagers from vulnerable
groups, social assistance for elderly and
disabled people, TB/HIV/AIDS prevention,
drug abuse prevention and cooperation with
universities and civil society.

3. The private sector - financing of
support activities for the private sector,
including the infrastructure and agriculture,
is the biggest component of the assistance
program, making up 35% out of total. It
includes the first Cadastral Project, other
four big projects “Energy II, the thermic
component” Project, a project to support
business, “Rural Investments and Services”
project, a project of road maintenance, as
well as some smaller projects/activities
carried out in the field of rural crediting and
marketing, environment protection, etc.)

4. Economic reform and debt
negotiation — Sweden’s financial support,
provided to the general economic reform

Moldova, a document adopted by the
Parliament of Sweden (Riksdagen) in
June 2001 and the Memorandum signed
between the bilateral sides’
representatives. The general objective of
cooperation for developmentis to support
the efforts of the Republic of Moldova
aimed at reducing poverty through
economic growth/income generating and
higher quality social protection for

process in the Republic of Moldova and
administration of the state debt is made up of
activities of debt administration, two projects
related to the labor market and professional
training, development of national statistics
and performing three studies/seminars
concerning the country’s macroeconomic
reforms. Moreover, a certain amount of
money was assigned in order to deal with
problems related to the large number of
illegal immigrants who arrive in the Republic
of Moldova as a transit country for entering
the European Union.

SIDA CO-FINANCING OF TB/AIDS
PROJECT IN MOLDOVA

In November 2001, the Swedish
International Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida) allocated 5.3 million Swedish
crowns (the equivalent of 500 thousand US
dollars), co-financing to the World Bank’s
project (TB/AIDS Program, organization in
charge of implementation — PCU (Project
Coordination, Implementation and
Monitoring Unit), Health Investment Fund,
the Ministry of Health). The assigned
resources were used to implement
tuberculosis control activities (DOTS
Strategy), HIV/AIDS supervision, diagnosis,
prevention and treatment, acquisition of
equipment for TB and HIV/AIDS laboratories
in the country, support for harm reduction
projects (the Soros-Moldova Foundation).

PILOT PROJECT TO PREVENT DRUG
ABUSE

At the end of 2002, the Swedish
International Development Agency (Sida)
provided assistance to a NGO from Sweden
in order to get in contact with NGOs from
Moldova so as to get media attention on
problems related to drug use. Some actions
were performed in order to select
organizations from both countries that would
promote future activities.

vulnerable groups. A particular emphasis
is put on knowledge transfer, institutional
consolidation, public administration,
development of private and social
services sector. Aspects such as gender
and environment protection are present
like a red line in the assistance program,
as Sida activities are coordinated with
those carried out by the World Bank, and
otherinternational donors.

Sida team in Moldova

PROJECTS IN PROGRESS

“NGOs in Moldova: together
to prevent drug use” Project (November
2003 - December 2004)

Purpose: raising public awareness
through NGOs and creating a favorable
environment for drug-free schools in the
Republic of Moldova.

Objectives:

e developing and strengthening Moldovan
NGOs’ abilities in informing youth on the
negative effects of drug use;

e strengthening the national capacity to
prevent and fight against drug use in Balti
municipality;

e organizing trainings, developing anti-drug
information materials, creating initiative
groups able to subsequently organize peer
educational programs, etc.

Organization in charge of implementation:
“Young and Free” Resource Center in
collaboration with the National Association for
a Drug-free Society (RNS, Sweden), “Youth
for the right to live” Association, Balti branch,
and “Narcology” Association (Republic of
Moldova).

Continuation on page 16 Bp
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“Mass-media campaigns for
protected sex and social solidarity for
HIV/AIDS reduction in Moldova” Project
(September 2004-December 2007)

Purpose: to reduce the impact of
HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Republic of
Moldova by developing and implementing a
national communication strategy in order to
prevent HIV/AIDS from spreading.

Objectives: to create a communication
and collaboration platform with local and
international organizations, beneficiaries
from various sectors, including government
and non-government organizations, mass-
media and HIV/AIDS patients.

Organizations in charge of
implementation: East-West AIDS

Foundation, Ministry of Health of the Republic
of Moldova.

Developing the Moldovan system of
social services will remain the Swedish
International Development Cooperation
Agency’s (Sida) priority of cooperation for
development between 2004 and 2006. In
the public health and health care sectors,
special attention will be paid to primary
health care, particularly to sexual and
reproductive health, tuberculosis,
HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted
infections prevention and fight against
drug use.

According to the Il Strategy for
Moldova, the technical assistance of
Swedish Agency will be allocated in tree
major fields: democratic governing, social
exclusion prevention and public health,
and promotion of economic grouth.

Depending on the recipient’s need and
ability to absorb, the Swedish
International Development Cooperation
Agency’s (Sida) plans to increase the
volume of cooperation with the Republic
of Moldova, allocating up to 70-100 million
Swedish crowns per year.

The penitentiary institutions in the
Republic of Moldova have been linked to a
TB computerized surveillance system.

The event took place at the end of
November this year thanks to the common
efforts made by the representatives of the
Penitentiary Institutions Department and
“Caritas Luxembourg” Foundation, which
carries out several health and social care
activities in penitentiary institutions,
according to provisions stipulated in the
national programs of HIV/AIDS/STI
prevention and tuberculosis control
(TB/AIDS Program).

According to Mr. Valentin Laticevschi,
coordinator MD at “Caritas Luxembourg”
Foundation, the above-mentioned action is
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A COMPUTERIZED SYSTEM
IN PENITENTIARIES
FOR THE FIRST TIME

innovative and represents an advantage
from several aspects. The system enables
information collecting, registering and
maintaining in a common database, thus
contributing to the sources’ quality and
validity control.

“The network’s creation is important
and necessary by its monitoring the
tuberculosis epidemiological status in
penitentiaries, identifying and treating
inmates with Koch bacillus before they
become hotbeds for other people (the same
thing goes for the TB/AIDS co-infection)”, -
said V. Laticevschi.

The system’s launching began half a
year ago, during this period the health
services from penitentiary institutions being
supplied with logistic support - computers,
mini-trainings and network connection. At
present, the Penitentiary Institutions
Department, as well as the health services
in Pruncul, Cahul, Rezina, Balti etc. are
among the network’s beneficiaries.

The introduction of the computerized
system in penitentiaries willenhance DOTS
strategy implementation, followed by DOTS
Plus and carrying out the HIV/AIDS
prevention activities in these institutions.

DIVINE SERVICE FOR
PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS

People with HIV/AIDS admitted in
the infectious diseases department of
the Republican Dermatovenereological
Dispensary had the opportunity to take
part in a religious ceremony organized
for consecrating the hospital’s
department. The ceremony took place
at the beginning of November with the
blessing of father Alexei from “Trei
lerarhi” Church from Costiujeni, who
held this divine service according to all
rituals.

“After the department’s capital
renovation this summer, the HIV/AIDS
patients admitted in the hospital for
treatment will also have a little corner for
praying. It is a Christian action meant to
sooth the pain and sufferings of those
who have great problems”, - said Mr.
lurie Climasevschi, Chief of the

infectious diseases department in this
facility.

The procession ended with a
traditional holiday feast organized by
the members of the “Credinta”/Faith
NGO. By a coincidence of Christian
holidays, the department will bear the
name of Saint Dumitru as a patron saint.

Address of the editorial staff
1, Piata Marii Adunari Nationale, Government

Coordinator: Dumitru LATICEVSCHI
Consultants: Olga OSADCII
Liliana GHERMAN

Editor: Victoria TATARU
Computer processing: Veaceslav CEBOTARI
Responsible for the edition: Oleg BARBA

MD 2033, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova
Telephone: 250 293; Fax: 250 447
E-mail: ccm_secretariat@moldova.md

INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN, no.6, November 2004



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

